Advanced Composition - Action Description Essay
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Let’s say that you just witnessed an automobile accident on the corner.  How do you go about communicating that scene and all of its action to someone else?  

Would you say “…and then the green car hit the silver truck,” and call it a day?  

How ‘bout this: “The mother’s scream pierced the closed car windows, grabbing the attention of the sidewalk dwellers as if their heads were yanked in unison to the left by some ornery fisherman’s line.  Their collective line of vision was drawn immediately to the occupant of the faulty child safety seat flying unfettered against the dashboard – flesh connecting with molded, manufactured and factory-tested plastic, the young girl’s skull, a rotten pea beneath a workman’s boot.” 

For this essay, write a description of a scene containing action (something you’ve witnessed).  The main focus of the writing should be putting the reader there.  The description should do the following:

( Work for a single effect (e.g. gracefulness, chaotic action, synchronization, fearful desperation)

( Show vs. Tell:  

( Senses:  Consider all the senses; incorporate sensory images (use at least 4 out of 5) 

( Details, details:  Be sure they’re all used in the service of helping your reader “see” what you see.  Be specific as to the parts of the persons or machinery that are creating the specific action (e.g. shoulders pressed forward, hips undulating, football player writhed through the line of defense).

( Word Choice/Diction:  Use specific words to contribute to the action.  Your choice of words, whatever the scene, should grow out of the ideas you have to express.  Utilize your brainstorming here.  A description of a bird in flight would require words that give a sense of soaring, sailing, graceful motion.  A description of a snail inching its way along on a leaf would require words that suggest slowness, struggling action, the work of muscles.  Still different motion words would be needed to describe a jammed freeway.

Use vivid verbs, adjectives, adverbs, prepositional phrases.  We need to feel it.

Whether you use one kind of word or another to express motion is far less important than the                      exactness of the word you do choose.  Try to choose words that tell exactly how something is being done at the same time they tell what is being done.  Depend on “ing” words.  They can pack a great deal of motion into a few short sentences (e.g. straining, quivering, shuddering, swaggering).

( Figures of speech (not trite):  Make similes, metaphors, or personification integral elements

( Exhibit Sentence Variety (both sentence starts and sentence types)

( Control mechanics & conciseness
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