Advanced Composition – Narrative
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At an early age, my mother had sat me down and explained that everyone has bowel movements. "Everyone," she'd said. "Even the president and his wife." She'd mentioned our neighbors, the priest, and several of the actors we saw each week on television. I'd gotten the overall picture, but, natural or not, there was no way I was going to take the rap for this one.  (David Sedaris, Me Talk Pretty One Day)

The above passage comes from a story (or narrative) that attempts to capture a memorable experience in the author’s life.  It’s about a time and a place, specific people and powerful memories.   Such narratives may be humorous or tragic, frightening or joyful.  Regardless of their overall emotion, however, they share one very important element:  they connect human beings to each other.  If you share a story with me, you have revealed something that you have deemed to be important.  That’s why you remembered it, and that’s why you are compelled to share it.   As a result, I know you much better than I did before you shared your story.

For your next essay, you will write a narrative.  It should be a story about something memorable in your life, something powerful that has remained with you, and will remain with you because of its magnitude.  Because we’re all storytellers, we’ve been telling stories all our lives; therefore, this should be a piece of cake.  Be sure your narrative has a beginning, middle, and end.  Be sure to delve deep into descriptive detail in order to SHOW vs. TELL.  Be sure you’re the one telling it – use first person & let us hear you.

Proceed as follows…

( Write down 5 memorable experiences in your life (e.g. hospital stay, death, dentist)

( Write down the significant people, places, objects & words from these experiences

( Pick one of these experiences to focus & elaborate on

( Write a full-blown brainstorm on this experience covering people, setting, events

( Put it in a chronological sequence & “tell” the story on paper

( Now “show” the story -- Who are these people?  What do they look like?  What were their attitudes or emotions?  What did they say?  How did they say it?  Where was it?  What did it look like?  Were the people affected by the setting? By other people?  How?  In what ways did the experience shape the people involved, and vice versa?  Details, details.


Advanced Composition – Narrative Essay Evaluation

Ideas & Content
 (20 points)










Topic is narrow & manageable





Relevant, telling, quality details go beyond obvious


Reasonably accurate details





Writing from experience/ ideas fresh & original



Reader’s questions are anticipated & answered



Demonstrates Insight






Organization:  (15 points)









Powerful intro invites reader in





Powerful conclusion leaves reader pondering



Thoughtful/effective transitions





Logical & effective sequencing/arrangement



Pacing is well controlled/services effect




Flow is smooth & unnoticeable





Voice:  
(15 points)










Reader feels strong interaction with writer



Writer willingly takes risk




Tone & voice add appropriate flavor




Writing is honest, personal/reflects strong commitment


Word Choice:  
(20 points)










Words are specific & accurate





Words, phrases create pictures & linger in reader’s mind


Natural language/Not overdone, over the top



Striking language catches reader’s eye/ear



Lively verbs, precise nouns, vivid modifiers



Precision is obvious






Sentence Fluency:  (20 points)










Sentences enhance the meaning





Sentences vary in length & structure




Purposeful & varied sentence starts




Creative & appropriate connectives




The writing has cadence, pace, flow




Conventions:  (5 points)










Correct spelling







Correct punctuation






Correct grammar & usage





Sound & effective paragraphing





Conventions deftly manipulated for stylistic effect


Presentation:  (5 points)










Typed appropriately






Proper title page






Engaging title
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