Advanced Composition – Expository
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How to escape from quicksand – When walking in quicksand country, carry a stout pole; it will help you get out should you need to.  As soon as you start to sink, lay the pole on the surface of the quicksand.  Flop onto your back on top of the pole.  After a minute or two, equilibrium in the quicksand will be achieved, and you will no longer sink.  Work the pole to a new position:  under your hips and at right angles to your spine.  The pole will keep your hips from sinking as you (slowly) pull out first one leg and then the other.  Take the shortest route to firmer ground, moving slowly. (From The Worst-Case Scenario Survival Handbook)
I won’t even begin to draw parallels between this passage and your quest in this course to become better writers.  I’ll simply remind you that we utilize different types of writing to serve different purposes.  While the descriptive writing and character sketches we’ve written so far are designed for sharing observations or impressions, expository writing is designed to convey information.  The word, itself, is a strange one (please don’t confuse it with “suppository”), but at first glance you can clearly see that it’s a lot like “expose”.  This is what expository writing does.  It exposes the subject matter in all its detail, so that the reader can come to understand it as well as the writer does.

It’s like newspapers or textbooks or an instruction manual.  It’s taking the nuts and bolts of any subject and clearly communicating what they are, how they fit, how they work, etc.  But this doesn’t mean that the writing has to lack pizzazz.  Just because you’re providing the details of how to change a flat tire doesn’t mean we can’t hear your passion come through.  We don’t want to hear opinion, but we do want to be engaged by the writing.

We’ll take a look at several different types of expository writing in your Write for College book, but here are some general subject areas that have potential to get your wheels turning:

( How to survive freshman year

( How to develop a personal fitness plan

( Fly-fishing for beginners

( Ways to major in the arts

( Considerations when considering a college

Let the brainstorm (drizzle?) begin….


Advanced Composition – Expository Essay Evaluation

Ideas & Content
 (30 points)










Topic is narrow & manageable





Relevant, telling, quality details go beyond obvious


Reasonably accurate details





Writing from experience/ ideas fresh & original



Reader’s questions are anticipated & answered



Demonstrates Insight






Organization:  (30 points)









Powerful intro invites reader in





Powerful conclusion leaves reader pondering



Thoughtful/effective transitions





Logical & effective sequencing/arrangement



Pacing is well controlled/services effect




Flow is smooth & unnoticeable





Voice:  
(5 points)










Reader feels strong interaction with writer



Writer willingly takes risk





Tone & voice add appropriate flavor




Writing is honest, personal/reflects strong commitment


Word Choice:  
(15 points)










Words are specific & accurate





Words, phrases create pictures & linger in reader’s mind


Natural language/Not overdone, over the top



Striking language catches reader’s eye/ear


Lively verbs, precise nouns, vivid modifiers



Precision is obvious





Sentence Fluency:  (10 points)










Sentences enhance the meaning





Sentences vary in length & structure




Purposeful & varied sentence starts




Creative & appropriate connectives




The writing has cadence, pace, flow




Conventions:  (5 points)










Correct spelling







Correct punctuation






Correct grammar & usage





Sound & effective paragraphing





Conventions deftly manipulated for stylistic effect


Presentation:  (5 points)










Typed appropriately






Proper title page






Engaging title
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