CREATIVE WRITING DAILY PLANS (METZLER)

DAY 1












(Metz Intro
(get to know you “machines”)

(Books & binders (letter/syllabus)

HW:  Intro to WHACK thru p.19

Class Cheer Ideas

DAY 2












(Finish Metz intro  (including “Widgets”)
(Silence (:5) + free association journal write for :3
• Establish Class Cheer

• partner-up for soap opera star interviews


-middle name + street name +mother’s maiden name


-any combination of 2 = soap opera star name

-use this name + 1 nugget of info from partner to write soap opera scene
HW:  Soap opera scene
DAY 3












(”Stick It”
• Share episodes (collect)

HW: WHACK pp. 21-32
DAY 4-9












The Deep Dive (@ 5-1/2 days)

•Think differently by observing differently

•Play with language

•Consider your audience

Day 4 (cont)









· Make it rain – Rain sounds like dream

· Journal:  Left/Right Brain drawing

· “Deep Dive” Video
· HW:  take one of your favorite movies 

-Identify a significant scene

-Draw the scene on 8 1/2 by 11 paper

-On the back describe the scene in great detail

Day 5











· Journal “Telescope Tour”

-Take a rolled up telescope out in the school building and find something you’ve

 never really noticed before. 

-Look at it closely though the telescope blocking out everything else.

-Go back and describe it in the best possible detail you can.

· Take film scene description.  Select 1 line or detail from that description and give me a page of detailed descriptions on that description alone.

· HW:  Now make that description “sing”

· Is it alive with emotion?

· Can I see it, smell it, hear it?

· Does the word choice help reader feel it? (“Lightning/Lightning Bug”)

Day 6











· Journal:  Write a postcard from you (a made up fictional character) to someone you are trying to get to know, or someone you knew briefly a long time ago.  Try to intrigue them with 2 nugget of info just to pique their curiosity.

Ex.  Joey, 

I know it’s been a long time, but I wanted to let you know that my trip to Cuba was great.  By the way I still have that cracked baseball bat.  I only use it when I have to.

· Number postcards using class roster

· Partner up & trade postcards

· Respond to the postcard with another postcard.

· What’s your response going to be?  You don’t know the person but you’re more intrigued than scared or intimidated.

· Deliver postcard again

· Respond in full letter to pretend you received

· Take the gloves off, try to get as much information as you can and try to give as much as you can.  (made up stuff)

Day 7











· Journal:  Deliver letters, read, respond in another full letter, trade

· Design what your character would think is the perfect gift for the postcard pal.

· Draw scene of the person getting this gift with a written description on the back. “When I saw her face I knew _____.”  + 3 lines

NOTE:  A makeover ( can’t this be taken two different ways?

· Explore the emotion/reaction/subtle clues:  shoulders sagged, sigh, chin quivered

Day 8











· Take one line/detail and give a one page description.

· Make it sing!
· HW: Pick a fairy tale.

Rewrite it for 21st century teen audience (due half way through day 6)

Day 9











· Fairy Tales workshop (first half)

· Share at half way point

· Launch Poetry!!

HW:  Scan Poetry Packet

DAY 10 











• The United States of Poetry Video
• WHACK Quiz in 1 week??  3 days??
•Next Widget:  Personification 

DAY 11











• The United States of Poetry Video

•Expectations: Poet’s Palette, Poem of the Day, etc. 

•Need to pick name for class poetry anthology & create cover designs
DAY 12











• The United States of Poetry Video

•Browsing (poetry.org, other sites, hardcopy texts in class)

HW:  think of ceiling poetry verse

Begin poetry stations on your own
DAY 13
 










•WHACK QUIZ????
•post Personifying the Abstract student Widgets
(Metz performs “”No X-Mas in February”

•Poet’s Palette
DAY 14 thru 17
 










•Poem of the Day (see file for selections – students can bring poems, too!!)
•Journals incorporating Poet’s Palette devices


-Imagery:  Abstract/Concrete (My headache)

-John Prine “Goofy World” – find simile/metaphor; take favorite and 
turn it into implied metaphor + metaphor formula:  something disliked
(homework) + something disliked (anchovies) + something liked (pizza)

-Tone: Maya Angelou’s Facing Evil
-write one quatrain of Shakespearean sonnet; write 1 line of iambic

 pentameter with markings (“When Metzler read a poem to me today”)

-Bly’s “Dream of Retarded Children” – write a letter to your 
“retarded” self you’ve ostracized

•Verse-Reverse Stations/ Workshop – introduce stations, 8-10 poems, engaging titles
• prime & paint tiles as we go

DAY 15
 










•Poem of the Day

•Journals incorporating Poet’s Palette devices

•Verse-Reverse Stations/ Workshop – introduce stations, 8-10 poems, engaging titles

• prime & paint tiles as we go

DAY 16
 










•Poem of the Day

•Journals incorporating Poet’s Palette devices

DAY 17
 










•Poem of the Day

•Journals incorporating Poet’s Palette devices

DAY 18
 










•Please provide Poetry ( Butcher Paper in hall for students to add poems)
•Anthology Title ideas in 2 days; artwork in a week

•portfolio & rationale due in 4 days

•select order for poetry exhibitions in 2 days
DAY 19
 









•Poetry tiles
DAY 20
 










•Poetry tiles

•select order for exhibitions
DAY 21
 










•portfolio prep
DAY 22
 










•small group sharing of Poetry Portfolios

•self-selections & People’s choice poems shared voluntarily


(get clean copies to me that I can cut up for anthology)

•workshop for exhibitions

Exhibitions Tomorrow

DAY 23
 










•Poetry Exhibitions

•Share poetry tiles

•Handout & read class anthology

DAY 24
 










•Poetry Exhibitions
•Share poetry tiles

•Handout & read class anthology

DAY 25
 










•Poetry Exhibitions
•Share poetry tiles

•Handout & read class anthology

DAY 26
 










•Launch Fiction (Due Day 33)
•read “Open Window” aloud 

· remember, this is all about engaging/captivating the reader & taking them for a ride

•story elements/plot diagram

•”Story on the spot”


-brainstorm list of characters & list of conflicts


-you only need these two elements to start a story


-combine 1 from each list & write a story (:30)

HW:  read Toni Morrison Song of Solomon excerpt to get sense of story elements

Assign Jumbo Journal:  55 Fiction models

DAY 27
 










•Journal:  describe the orange
•recap elements we’ll cover (plot, description – show vs. tell, character evolution vis-à-vis conflict, setting, POV, dialogue)  -- all contribute to theme!

•Description:


-complexity of language: Red Badge of Courage handout


-Think details:  share a few orange journals

-read “Show Don’t Tell” aloud (sensory image p.6 –messy room &


 different ways of showing)


-read “Words That Show” (p 14-15 “Adam & Jay in Mall”)

-excerpt from “Strawman”


-“Endless Forest”


-“October Place” (for description or setting)

HW:  Read “Shoeless Joe” commentary

DAY 28
 










•Journal:  put on a tie from back of room – tell me who you are; as much as you can in 5 min.
•”Charles”

•”Butterfly” and exercises

•”South of Heaven” – Mike Broom

•Character profile exercise based on photos

•Character development handout:  “Carlos” – do exercises

NOTE:

•How do we learn about characters?  Narrative description, their speech, their actions (with others & with setting), how other characters view them

•Characters need to evolve (or at least take a trip vis-à-vis conflicts). They grow, plummet, or end up back where they started after quite a journey.

•IF TIME:  visit hallway or lab, observe/record real people & their behavior

HW:  “Two Words” by Allende
DAY 29
 










SETTING:
•Journal:  Farmer/setting exercise (:15-:20)

•Read “Flowers”

•read “Outlaws” (Angela’s Ashes) – finish for HW if necessary

•Possibly read intro to “Strawman” to highlight setting as mirror for character

•”October Place” if not done prior

NOTE:  How does setting influence characters/plot/tone/theme?
DAY 30
 










Point of View
•Journal: From point of view of character in “Photo” exercise, write scene in which your morning is interrupted by knock at your door

•revisit each piece so far and explore effect of different POV

•”Wake” exercise


-person has died & you are at wake (you pick gender)


-write 1-paragraph narrative from POV of…



*spouse/significant other or child



*enemy/nemesis



*one with whom decease was having an affair

HW:  share Wake tomorrow

DAY 31
 










Dialogue/”In Medias Res” (plotting your plot)/Style

•”Jewbird” aloud

•”Lucky” & “Madeleine’s Ghost” for In Medias Res

•revisit Angela’s Ashes and/or Kerouac for style
•All dialogue handouts & other handouts (esp. big picture process for fiction)

DAY 32
 










Fiction Workshop Day
DAY 33
 










Short Fiction Due!!  (share small group/people’s choice large group)
HW:  Read through Humor Packet

DAY 34
 










•small group sharing & select consensus piece
•why is it funny? (Universal truth or trait, revealing, new perspective)

HW:  write humorous piece for tomorrow

DAY 35
 










•SHARE HUMOR
HW:  read “Writing Short Plays”, “Looking for Dramatic Potential” (exercise:  find one that has potential and do plot diagram in journal); “Stage Directions”

DAY 36
 










•share “Potential” stories
•Read “Zoo Story” aloud

HW:  “TV Scripts” – do analysis exercise

DAY 37
 










•share TV analysis
•Dissect Seinfeld

HW:  describe scene/set & opening scene for TV sitcom (1 place, 1-2 characters)

DAY 38
 










•share journals
•student sample

•”Museum”

DAY 39
 










•”Sacrificing a Date”
•pick days for Creative Juices Café

•Drama Due when????  Same day as “Peering at Portfolios”???

DAY 40
 










•Workshop
DAY 41-45
 










•“Peering at Peers’ Portfolios”

•CJ café

