Creative Critique Sheet

(That’s alliteration & assonance for you poets!)

For each of the following, answer whether or not the writing has been effective.  Write down specific examples from the short story.

Title

· Is the title intriguing, engaging, provocative?  Does it make you want to read more? 

Introduction

· Does the very first line (as well as the 1st paragraph) hook you & make you want to read more? 

Plot

· Does the plot begin quickly (i.e. give the reader an early clue about the conflict)?

· Does suspense build with complications & eventually lead to a surprising & powerful climax?  (No “Deus ex Machina” endings like the Calvary came out of nowhere to save the day!  But an ironic ending with a twist would be great)

Description

· Does the description show rather than tell? Does it help to make the writer’s world palpable for the reader?  Does the writer use concrete language to show abstract concepts (e.g. “she slammed the door” rather than “she was angry”)?

Setting

· Is it more than just a static background?  Does it do any or all of the following?

· establish atmosphere/mood

· reflect character(s)

· reflect the society

· underscore the overall theme

· create comedy

Characters

· Are the major characters complex with many dimensions?

· Are they believable?  Consistent in their thoughts/behaviors?

· Do they act or are they simply acted upon?
· Can the reader truly visualize/know them and empathize with the main character (protagonist)?

Dialogue
· Do the dialogue scenes have a point & advance the story?

· Is it authentic (sound right) for the speaker?

· Is it punctuated properly?

· Are the speech tags necessary (e.g. Mary said; exclaimed John)?

· Do they carry on too long or do they complement the story?

Point of View

· Is it consistent throughout the story, creating a central consciousness we come to know throughout the story?
· Has the most impactful POV been chosen to tell this story?

Style

· Do the images used evoke better understanding of characters & theme?

· Does figurative language help? (simile, metaphor, allusion)

· Active vs. Passive voice?

· Is there enough sentence variety to maintain reader interest?

· Is sound married to sense? (Does the sound/rhythm/punctuation of the language convey a feeling or mood ( does it speed the reader up or slow him down; make him tired; sound like a child, psycho killer, dying person, priest chanting, etc.?) 

* Of course, all the typical grammar/mechanics proofreading requirements are in effect (spelling, consistent tense, etc.)
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