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Mapping Out Mockingbird








“Lawyers, I suppose, were children once.”


		- Charles Lamb





The above passage introduces Harper Lee’s To Kill a Mockingbird, one of the most famous and recognized works of American literature.  As with all great works of literature, the author wishes to “raise” an idea, to get the readers to contemplate how humans work or ought to work.  In this case, she taps into an interesting commentary about the way children and adults see the world, certainly an important perspective to pay attention to as we read this novel.  The ideas Lee presents in this text cover much ground.  They cause us to question who we are, how we relate to others, and what is the right way to live.  It appears, however, that Ms. Lee isn’t going to provide us with any answers any time soon.  She was recently invited to speak in Chicago when that city chose her book as part of its city-wide reading program; however, she declined, sending the mayor a nice note and little else.  That’s the beauty and challenge of literature, though, to try to find the answers  – as gray as they may be – on our own.  So, let’s try to find some answers.





As you read To Kill a Mockingbird, you will be assigned specific responsibility for presenting your understanding of one (1) chapter to the class.  Once you know which one you have responsibility for, you need to present the following:  





1). An original title for the chapter


2). An oral summary of the chapter


3). A visual representation of a powerful scene or scenes from the chapter


4). A written quotation of the most powerful passage(s) in the chapter (plus page #) 


5). A written explanation of why you believe this is the most powerful passage 





10 points each = 50 points 





NOTE:   All of the above components may be collected on one visual aid as long as it’s large enough & clear enough for your audience.  You may assume that everyone’s read your chapter already, so our focus will be on the “powerful” elements rather than on the summary.





Due dates will be determined in class
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