Where the Heart Is
What’s the social ranking/status of these folks?

· mostly bottom tier

· Forney was aristocrat, but that didn’t guarantee American Dream

Why do some folks at the bottom find a generous spirit in themselves while others claw & scratch and harm others just to hang on?

· Willie Jack ( tries to run over a turtle (8), a creature at “home” always

· WJ fights to survive (easily abused in prison, outfoxed by young girl)

How does one break the cycle of poverty, and what role does fate play?  Three generations represented 
1. Parents/Sister Husband, etc.  
2. NN/WJ/Lexie/Forney  
3. Americus/Brownie
· see chapters 29-30 and 289-291

· ripple effects (Brownie’s rape, NN becomes caretaker like Sister H)

· How is Forney trying to break cycle? (his past - 315)

· What’s prospect for Americus? Brownie?  Can we “blame” children for their circumstances?  Can we blame their parents?  In what ways are the parents products of their own childhood?

How are children at risk, and how does one protect them? (166)

· too much idealism/dreaming & can forget basics? (183)

What about race? (161)

Symbolism

· tough road (4), hole in floor board=dangerous life
· trailer = travel/journey, but not if “parked”

· care for buckeye tree = caring for future (251)

· NAMES:  New Nation, Sister Husband = family?, Americus = masculine ( man’s world?

· Why Walmart?  Made in America?  (17)

Themes:

· Choices matter, particularly in relationships

· We can only control so much (mates, protecting kids, career, nature)

· What goes around comes around

· Bad things can happen to good people

· Better to expect the best in people, rather than the worst?

· Assumptions can become self-fulfilling prophecies

· While life can be random, we can still make our own “luck”

· “Sometimes we win” (343)

· “Change is brought about by good purpose” (330)

