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OHS
Dear Junior Advisors:

As we approach registration for next year, here’s an opportunity you may wish to present to your juniors.  It’s a new course that allows seniors to finish their senior year with a bang rather than a whimper.  It provides a positive contrast to Senioritis, The Senior Slide, or whatever you wish to call the mentality that believes Senior Privs and coasting till commencement is the healthiest way to prepare for the greater world out there.  

The course is called Senior Seminar, and here are some brief specs:

(
Seniors pick a topic they’re passionate about (e.g. Baseball, Lincoln, Violin, Comedy) to examine for a semester

(
They pursue understanding of this passion from various disciplines (e.g. historical, scientific, psychological, mathematical, political, ethical, aesthetic/beauty)

(
At the end of the semester, they show what they know in two ways:

· A substantial paper

· A public presentation to the community (e.g. fellow students, family, friends, community members, faculty)

I’ve included a sample list of potential pursuit titles (by no means exhaustive), as well as a sample outline for possible angles a student could take to explore the topic of Baseball (see following 3 pages).  Feel free to print this out for students’ perusal.

If any of your advisees have questions about this course offering, have them contact me.

Thanks,

Mike Metzler

Senior Project 

Possibilities

(Just the tip of the iceberg)

Baseball: Pastoral Beauty to Barbaric Business

The New Slavery:  The Streets, Sports, or the Stage & Screen

Is God In the Details?  The Mathematics of Nature and Beauty

The Troubled Church:  From Crusades to Mea Culpa

TV:  The Idiot Box or Icon of Intelligence?

Abraham Lincoln:  Leader and Law Breaker

Hooks and Gators:  The Power of Urban Legends

“Hi, Honey.  I’m Home!”  Exploring Language and Gender

Citizens or Consumers?  The Capitalization of Democracy.

Perception:  Why I Can’t See What’s In Front of Me

Education in a Box:  Why the Children Can Only Think Straight

Democracy’s Demise:  From Voter Apathy to Campaign Finance

The Mall-ification of America:  People and Place and the Use of Our Space

Protecting Ourselves:  National Defense and Civil Liberties

The Male Comic: From Curly to Carey

Senior Project (Sample Outline)

The following is a sample of a potential project.  It is intended to highlight the general approach, scope and breadth of a senior project.  This outline includes areas of exploration only.  Research plans (primary & secondary) and presentation preparation are not included here, but will be critical elements of the program.

Baseball

Historical

( During periods of national strife (e.g. heroes go off to war)

· Women’s baseball

· do we play the games or not (wake of 9/11 tragedy)

( Baseball as big business

Aesthetic

( Played on grass

(Newly designed ballparks in heart of urban warehouse districts to invite people back to the city & attempt to revitalize it economically and culturally (one could argue that new ballparks have been the gems that make cities safe again) ( could also fall under socio-economic

Social Science

( Current president chose to put a ballpark on the lawn of the Whitehouse ( this suggests that baseball has an inextricable link to the psyche of our nation

( Strategic comparison of sports:


-MJ, the greatest athlete of this era, calls baseball the most difficult sport to play


-One is considered successful if he strikes out 7 times out of 10, maintaining a .300 batting average

( The game is timeless ( there is no clock… can’t stall and keep the ball from the opposition… must give them their last chance to win

( Defense puts the ball in play, so offense is put in a reactionary posture to begin

( The challenge is that there are nine players against one

Natural Science (Physics) – combine with mathematics??

( Curveball

( Corked bats, wood vs. aluminum, juiced balls

( Still involves tiny sphere hurled from 60-feet, 6-inches away, arriving at upwards of 90 mph or as slowly as 65mph (one never knows), trying to hit it with another rounded instrument that weighs over 30 ounces

( Evolution of the baseball player, a much better developed athlete, can change the game itself (Mark Maguire & Sammy Sosa break a long-standing homerun record only to see it broken again a couple of seasons later by Barry Bonds)

Mathematics

( No clock

( Sport most steeped in statistics

( 9 vs. 1

( Measures MBL has taken to make the game more fan-friendly and offensive-oriented, like lowering the pitcher’s mound and reducing the strike zone

Ethics

( Black Sox scandal

( Pete Rose gambling scandal (includes debate over selection into the Hall of Fame: whether the criteria should center solely around performance on the field or include off-field behavior)

( The league’s umpires manufacturing a strike zone from the belt to the knees when the rulebook dictates that it should be from the letters to the knees

( Unwritten “rules” or practices involving pitchers intentionally throwing pitches at batters to send certain messages to the other team

( Little league age controversy w/ Danny Almonte ( how low will little league father’s stoop?

Language

( How culture has adopted the language of baseball (3 strikes, hitting a homerun, bottom of the ninth)

( George Carlin’s comparison of language of baseball to football

( Other elements of literature/pop culture ( The Natural, Field of Dreams, Eight Men Out, Bang the Drum Slowly

� EMBED MS_ClipArt_Gallery  ���








[image: image2.wmf]_966246111

