Literary Analysis:  Boys & Girls  
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1. Consider possible themes (insight or lesson about the way the world works) for this story.  Consult your Literary Elements PowerPoint notes for ideas.
2. Identify and analyze the literary elements below.  Each group will focus on one element and present it to the class.  You will then be able to add notes from the other groups’ presentations.
Setting
∙ Where and when is the story set?
∙ How does the author “paint the picture” of this place?  Consider what it looks like & sounds like.  How is it constructed?  Any particular shapes or structures?  Colors?  Lighting?

∙ How does the setting influence the character(s)?

∙ How does the setting contribute to the overall theme?

∙ Write down the “Loud Lines” (i.e. the most powerful passages+ pg #) related to setting.

Character

∙ How does the protagonist evolve/change over the course of the story? Growth or decline?

∙ What traits are exhibited by this character?  What’s her name?  Physical features?
∙ How does the author’s depiction of this character contribute to the overall theme?

∙ Write down the “Loud Lines” (i.e. the most powerful passages + pg #) related to this character.

Conflict

∙ What are the conflicts (general & specific) in the story?

∙ How do they shape the character? 

∙ How does the author’s depiction of these conflicts contribute to the overall theme?

∙ Write down the “Loud Lines” (i.e. the most powerful passages+ pg #) related to the conflicts.

Symbolism

∙ What are the potential symbols in the story?  What might they represent?  Does your interpretation hold up (e.g. If you say a rock that keeps appearing in the story represents the main character’s strength, then in what specific ways is that character like that rock?  Strong?  Unmoving?  Cold?)
∙ How does the author’s depiction of the symbols contribute to the overall theme?

∙ Write down the “Loud Lines” (i.e. the most powerful passages+ pg #) related to the symbols.

Point of View 

∙ Who’s telling the story?  Describe this person (e.g. age, gender, attitude/outlook).

∙ What’s the literary term for this point of view (e.g. 3rd person omniscient)?  Explain.
∙ How does the author’s choice of this POV affect readers & contribute to the overall theme?

∙ Write down the “Loud Lines” (i.e. the most powerful passages+ pg #) to highlight this Point of View.

