Course Overview:  Sophomore English
Instructor:

Michael Metzler

Home Phone:
585-421-9047  (for emergencies only!)

e-mail address:
michael_metzler@hflcsd.org
Web site:
http://www.hflcsd.org (see staff directory)
Course Description:

This course is designed to reinforce the foundations of communication – listening, speaking, reading, and writing – cloaked in critical thinking.  In real-people language, that means that we’ll expose ourselves to new ideas, we’ll generate ideas of our own, and we’ll develop ways to communicate those to others.
An “umbrella” theme for this course is “The Individual in Society.”  You will be asked to revisit this theme throughout most of what we explore.

Major Texts:

Julius Caesar by William Shakespeare
Animal Farm by George Orwell

1984 by George Orwell
Lord of the Flies by William Golding
To Kill a Mockingbird by Harper Lee
Slaughterhouse Five by Kurt Vonnegut

Fahrenheit 451 by Ray Bradbury
Plus additional supplemental works of short fiction, non-fiction,  poetry & drama
Assignments:

√  Reading like your life depends on it (which it does)

√  Moderate writing assignments & full-blown essays
√  Group & individual projects/exhibitions


√  Journals and daily assignments

(   Exams & Quizzes
(   Research project

Over (
Assessment:

Grades are calculated as a percentage of total points for the term, with larger assignments garnering more points (e.g. exams, essays & large projects typically = 100pts; lighter written work such as daily homework & quizzes typically = 10-50 pts.). So, if there are 1,000 points available and you receive 900, then you have 90%.  The percentages below translate into the following letter grades:

100-95%=
A

83-80
=
B-

69-67%

=
D+


94-90
=
A-

79-77
=
C+

66-64

=
D


89-87
=
B+

76-74
=
C

63-60

=
D-



86-84
=
B

73-70
=
C-

59-(

=
F



You will also receive a Contribution Grade every quarter totaling 50 points.  This will assess your active participation in class discussions.  For this assessment you can receive either an A, C, or F (A=Leader=50, C=Also Ran=37, F=Spectator=25).  If you have doubts about your ability to share in class discussions, you can see me about supplementing your contribution with written work that I will copy for the rest of the learning community to share. 

FINAL NOTE:  YOU MUST SUBMIT ALL WRITTEN WORK TO PASS!! 
LATE WORK WILL RECEIVE A ZERO, AND YOU STILL MUST TURN IN
QUALITY WORK TO RECEIVE THAT ZERO.

Plagiarism Policy:

Plagiarism is stealing someone else’s ideas or work and presenting them as your own.  It is a serious offense which is unethical, violates the rules of student conduct, and may be a violation of copyright law.  Whenever you borrow information for a paper, you must give proper reference and cite your sources.  This gives proper credit to the creator of the work, it allows the reader to locate the original information, and it lends credibility to your work.

NOTE:  IF YOU PLAGIARIZE, YOU WILL RECEIVE A ZERO ON THAT ASSIGNMENT, AND YOU WILL RECEIVE A FAILING GRADE FOR THAT TERM.
Expectations:
Responsibility…..Have it

Respect…………...Exhibit and earn it

Rip-Roarin’ Fun…Enjoy it
(Student signature)




(Parent/Guardian signature)
